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GATHERING 
Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

Time to Center 
 

Call to Worship 
Our God flings stars into space and says,  
“See! You are all my children, 
each and every one.” 
 

We come, the stars in the skies, 
the sand on the shore, 
all God’s children everywhere, 
drawn to God,  
drawn to love,  
drawn to worship.   

 

Hymn  Can You Count the Stars?  
A revision of an Adventist Hymn, verses one and two only mildly revised, verse three significantly revised 

by Pastor Sarah, to the tune of GTG #410 
Can you count the stars that brightly  
Twinkle in the midnight sky?  
Can you count the clouds, so lightly 
O’er the meadows floating by?  
God, the Lord, doth mark their number 
With God’s eyes that never slumber; 
God hath made every one.  
God hath made them every one.  
 

Can you count the wings now flashing  
In the sunshine’s golden light?  
Can you count the fishes splashing 
In the cooling waters bright? 
God, the Lord, a name hath given,  
To all creatures under heaven; 
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God hath named them everyone. 
God hath named them everyone.   
 

Do you know how many children  
All belong to God above? 
Beyond counting, beyond grasping,  
Are the children whom God loves.   
You and me, and countless others,  
We all share a common mother,  
God who loves us everyone.   
God who loves us everyone.   

 

Call to Confession 
We worship a faithful, promise making God.  
Let us offer to this God our prayers of adoration and confession.   

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 
Starmaker, of Aquilla, Capricornus and Cygnus, 
just a few of the constellations in our night sky now.  
As we gaze up at the night sky and look in wonder  
at these tiny dots of light,  
We remember that you once promised Abram  
that his descendants would number more than the stars in the sky.  
We are his descendants, billions of us, 
living thousands of years after Abram.  
Linking his story with our story,  
which is altogether your story.   
 

Lord, you keep your promises then and now.  
You promise to be with us always.  
You promise to love us no matter what. 
You promise to forgive us whenever we ask.  
 

Lord, we are sorry that we need to ask for your forgiveness so often, 
that we fail you time and again, but we are glad that you forgive us 
And allow us to move on, wiping the slate clean each time,  
And offering us a fresh start.  
 

May we, like Abram, believe your promises, 
Trust in you and follow you, more faithfully, day by day.    

 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
It was hard for Abraham to have faith as years dragged on and no child ever came.   
But God promised.  And God delivered.  And indeed Abraham’s descendants are many.   
It may be hard for us to believe in grace right now, in goodness, and mercy, and hope.  
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But God has promised in Christ our salvation and our deliverance.   
Friends, believe the good news, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  
Alleluia, Amen.   

 

Response of Praise You are the Lord, Giver of Mercy Glory to God #437 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
Let us live in peace with all our kindred,  
Kindred in Christ, may the peace of Christ be with you all.  
And also with you.  
Let us share the peace in all the ways we can do so safely.   

 

THE WORD 
Song of Preparation Breathe St. Andrew’s Song Book 119 

This is a beloved song in this congregation. 
 

Conversation with the Younger Church 
 

Reading from the Gospel of Luke  Luke 3:8 
 

Reading from the Book of Genesis  Genesis 15:1-6 
 

Sermon  Pastor Sarah 
 

Silent Reflection on the Word Preached 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
Hymn How Firm a Foundation Glory to God #463 

This is a beloved hymn in this congregation. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Worshipping God with our Tithes and Offerings 
Invitation to Generosity 
Offertory   
Doxology   

Praise God whose breath fills all the earth 
Whose love reveals our sacred worth 
Whose Spirit forms one family 
Whose grace brings peace and harmony. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication 
Faithful God, 
you keep your promises, help us to keep ours. 
We promise to give a fitting proportion of our money for the work of your church. 
We offer that portion today. 
Take and use it so that your kingdom might come, 
here and now, in every place. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
Hymn Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah Glory to God #65 

This is a beloved hymn in this congregation. 
 

Our Ministry in Christ 
 

Charge and Benediction 
 

And All God’s People Say…  
 

Postlude 
 
 
Worship Sources:  
The Call to Worship, Prayer of Adoration and Confession, and Prayer of Dedication all come 
from the Spill the Beans Curriculum, Issue 20.  http://spillbeans.org.uk/ 
The original version of the opening hymn was found here- 
http://adventisthymns.com/lyrics/098-can-you-count-the-stars 
The Doxology was found here: https://progressivechristianity.org/resources/pentecost-
doxology/ 
Other portions of written liturgy were written by Pastor Sarah. 



Please download and print before worship


