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I’d like to share my friend Teri’s introduction to this reading because I find it very helpful.  
The first half of the book of Daniel is full of folktales told during the time the Israelites were in 
exile in Babylon. They are stories of people working in the royal court, subverting the empire 
and following God even in a hostile culture. These stories are not written in Hebrew like the 
rest of the book is, instead they use the empire’s own official language to tell stories of its 
unfaithfulness and downfall. Daniel was an interpreter of dreams—he correctly discerned the 
meaning of a dream Nebuchadnezzar had, and then when the next king saw writing on the 
wall in the middle of his banquet—a banquet where he was using the golden dishes that had 
been stolen from the Temple during the destruction of Jerusalem—he called for Daniel to 
interpret the writing. In return, he elevated Daniel to a high position in his court…and then 
Daniel’s interpretation came true and the king died that very night, making Darius the king. 
Daniel was the favourite among King Darius’s advisors, and his colleagues were jealous. We 
pick up the story at this point in Daniel, chapter 6.  
We are reading from the Common English Bible translation.  I invite you to listen for the 
word of God to you.  

 6 So these officers and chief administrators ganged together and went to the king. They said to 
him, “Long live King Darius! 7 All the officers of the kingdom, the ministers, the chief 
administrators, the royal associates, and the governors advise the king to issue an edict and 
enforce a law, that for thirty days anyone who says prayers to any god or human being except 
you, Your Majesty, will be thrown into a pit of lions. 8 Now, Your Majesty, issue the law and 
sign the document so that it cannot be changed, as per the law of Media and Persia, which 
cannot be annulled.” 9 Because of this, King Darius signed the document containing the law. 
  
Daniel prays 
10 When Daniel learned that the document had been signed, he went to his house. Now his 
upper room had open windows that faced Jerusalem. Daniel knelt down, prayed, and praised 
his God three times that day, just like he always did. 11 Just then these men, all ganged 
together, came upon Daniel praying and seeking mercy from his God. 12 They then went and 
talked to the king about the law: “Your Majesty! Didn’t you sign a law, that for thirty days any 
person who prays to any god or human being besides you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into 
a pit of lions?” 
  
The king replied, “The decision is absolutely firm in accordance with the law of Media and 
Persia, which cannot be annulled.” 
  
13 So they said to the king, “One of the Judean exiles, Daniel, has ignored you, Your Majesty, as 
well as the law you signed. He says his prayers three times a day!” 
  
14 When the king heard this report, he was very unhappy. He decided to rescue Daniel and did 
everything he could do to save Daniel before the sun went down. 15 But these men, all ganged 
together, came and said to the king, “You must realize, Your Majesty, that the law of Media and 
Persia, including every law and edict the king has issued, cannot be changed.” 
  
Daniel in the lions’ pit 
16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and hurled him into the pit of lions. 
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The king said to Daniel: “Your God—the one you serve so consistently—will rescue you.” 
  
17 A single stone was brought and placed over the entrance to the pit. The king sealed it with 
his own ring and with those of his princes so that Daniel’s situation couldn’t be changed. 18 
The king then went home to his palace and fasted through the night. No pleasures were 
brought to him, and he couldn’t sleep. 19 At dawn, at the first sign of light, the king rose and 
rushed to the lions’ pit. 
  
20 As he approached it, he called out to Daniel, worried: “Daniel, servant of the living God! 
Was your God—the one you serve so consistently—able to rescue you from the lions?” 
  
21 Then Daniel answered the king: “Long live the king! 22 My God sent his messenger, who 
shut the lions’ mouths. They haven’t touched me because I was judged innocent before my 
God. I haven’t done anything wrong to you either, Your Majesty.” 
  
23 The king was thrilled. He commanded that Daniel be brought up out of the pit, and Daniel 
was lifted out. Not a scratch was found on him, because he trusted in his God. 24 The king then 
ordered that the men who had accused Daniel be brought and thrown into the lions’ pit—
including their wives and children. They hadn’t even reached the bottom of the pit before the 
lions overpowered them, crushing all their bones. 
  
New decree 
25 Then King Darius wrote the following decree: 
  
To all the peoples, nations, and languages inhabiting the entire earth: I wish you much peace. 
26 I now issue this command: In every region of my kingdom, all people must fear and revere 
Daniel’s God because: 
  
He is the living God. 
    God stands firm forever. 
His kingship is indestructible. 
    God’s rule will last until the end of time. 
27 He is rescuer and savior; 
    God performs signs and miracles in heaven and on earth. 
Here’s the proof: 
    He rescued Daniel from the lions’ power. -Common English Bible 

If I had a spell of magic. I’d make this enchantment for you:  
a burgundy heart shaped medallion, with a window that you could look through.   

So that when all the mirrors were angry, with your faults and all you must do,  
you could peek through that heart shaped medallion and see you from my point of view.   

That little ditty by David Wilcox came to me as our creative worship planning team was 

honing in on a focus for this holy season of worship.  It’s part of what gave us our heart shaped 
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mirror focal image… Each week of Advent you’ll see around the heart mirror some of the chaos 

or destruction or grief that has been part and parcel of our year, and in the mirror you will see a 

reflection of human faithfulness.  So this week, wild fires, and in the mirror a firefighter. No 

matter what: reflecting faithfulness, our focus in this season of waiting and longing.  This is a 

season for contemplating the depths of God’s faithfulness to us, and for cultivating our own 

reflective faithfulness. It’s possible, friends, that as this impossibly hard year nears its end, in 

the wake of and anticipation of yet more altered holidays, in the midst of deep loneliness and 

grief, anxiety and exhaustion, it is possible in the midst of all this we’re not feeling great about 

ourselves and potentially we’re not feeling great about God.  May this month of worship be 

your heart shaped medallion, revealing to you your preciousness in God’s sight and your 

capacity for continued faithfulness— no matter what.   

Today’s story from Daniel played a major part in gifting us this Advent theme.  As the 

introduction I read before we read the story indicated, the book of Daniel contains folktales 

told among the Judean exiles in Babylon.  Last week we were in Jerusalem, after the exiles had 

been carried away, at the height of Babylon’s dominance.  The setting of today’s story is much 

later… late in the exile… actually likely after Babylon has been eclipsed by Persia, the new 

empire… and it is set far from Jerusalem, in the heart of that empire, in the court of the king. 

Historians say that that king was known for creating large administrative districts ruled by 

Persian nobles.  Our Bible tells us, at the start of the chapter from which we read today, that he 

appointed 120 chief administrators throughout the kingdom, over which three main officers 

were set to whom they would report so the king wouldn’t have to be bothered with too much.  A 

king who wants the perks without the responsibilities, eh?  Daniel was one of the three main 

officers and eventually became chief of them all because he was such an honest and faithful 

servant of the king. 

A wise mentor once said this to me of the academy:  honor is the currency of the academy; 

when you are blessed with a lot of it, you get burned by the resentment of your colleagues. So it 

is in the academy and so it was in royal courts, it seems.  There was nothing wrong with Daniel. 

He was squeaky clean and he kept being honored for his integrity.  And it drove his fellow 

administrators nuts.  They wanted to knock him down a peg or two, really wanted him out of 

the picture all together.  They couldn’t bring him down on account of some failing on his part, 

so they conspired to set a law that would make his faithfulness his undoing.   
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It all seems rather absurd, doesn’t it?  A whole bunch of officials gang up on the king, the 

king who doesn’t want to be bothered, and hand him a law to sign, an absurd law, a law 

requiring worship of the king and only the king for thirty days, the consequence for violation of 

this law— death by lions.  They were quite savvy.  The law stroked the king’s ego, making it 

shiny and attractive, blinding him to its impact on his most beloved and faithful servant.  And 

then there’s the fact that the king was yielding most of his authority to his administrators… if 

they say it’s best and they claim that everyone agrees... well, sure, I’ll sign it.  And seal it.  And 

make it unchangeable.  

What a farce.  As if anything on earth is unchangeable, particularly any human law.  The 

repeated insistence on the unchangeability of this law was a bit of humor embedded in the 

story, poking fun at the self-importance of the Persians who thought their laws and kingdom 

permanent and unchangeable.   

In any case, Daniel is surely aware as chief of the chief administrators that this new law has 

been passed.  He is aware that his piety is now a liability.  He could have taken a month break, 

perhaps not succumbed to the idolatry of king worship, but not subjected himself to the 

possibility of death by lions.  But Daniel prays three times a day.  That’s what he does— no 

matter what.  And he doesn’t pray in his closet.  He has an open window that points towards 

Jerusalem, that far away holy city, and it is towards that open window that he offers his prayers 

of thanksgiving and praise, and surrenders himself to the mercy of God.   

And because the law was made in order to undo Daniel, the administrators are ready to 

nail him.  Whether they are ganged up outside his window or somehow in his place of 

residence… they see him pray three times in the day, blatantly ignoring the king’s law and 

setting him up for death by lions.  Their plan worked perfectly.   

They remind the king of the law he signed.  Stroking his ego, puffing him up, getting him to 

affirm it’s firm unchangeability, and then they tell him that his favorite servant Daniel has 

violated the law and thus needs to be thrown to the lions.  The king is devastated. The most 

powerful person in the land is rendered utterly impotent by his own law and his own 

administrators.  He tries in vain to get Daniel out of this, but come nightfall his administrators, 

ganged up again, remind him of the law and the king gives the order.  Daniel is thrown to the 

lions, a stone is rolled across the mouth of the pit.  From darkness to deeper darkness, from the 

threat of human conniving to the threat of hungry predators, Daniel descends.  Before the 
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stone seals the pit, the king calls down to Daniel an assurance that the God Daniel serves so 

consistently will rescue him.  The king wanted to rescue him.  He was impotent.  He casts his 

hope on the power of a God he doesn’t he doesn’t even know.   

We don’t know what is happening in that pit.  But we know what is happening in the king’s 

chambers.  He can’t sleep.  He’s not eating.  He’s terribly worried.  He doesn’t believe what he 

said to Daniel.  But hopes against hope that somehow Daniel will survive.  And in a most 

unkingly fashion he rushes to the pit at the break of dawn and calls out to Daniel through the 

stone.  Did it happen?  Was your God able to rescue you?  Ever the faithful servant of the king 

as well as of God, Daniel greets the king with respect, assures him of his safety at the hand of 

God’s messenger, and affirms his innocence before God and the king— he doesn’t deny that he 

broke the king’s law, but he notes this did nothing to harm the king.   

The end of the story is rather harsh.  Let’s just take it as a sign of the brutality of the 

empire.  I think we’re supposed to delight in the fact that the  administrators and their families 

die in the pit they dug, but let’s not.  Let’s take it as one more sign of the harsh world in which 

Daniel and all those seeking to be faithful were living.  No matter what the threats might be— 

brutal people, hungry lions, rampant virus, global instability— no matter what, God is faithful, 

deeply faithful, rescuing, saving, delivering, loving, healing, freeing… this is who God is— no 

matter what.  God plays the big part.  Our reflection is more humble, but real and significant— 

our faithfulness looks like expressions of gratitude, acts of service, care for the widows, the 

orphans, the strangers, acts of mercy, living with integrity in all our relationships, acts of 

worship and praise— no matter what.  No matter wildfires, pandemics, economic devastation, 

loneliness, exhaustion— because of God’s faithfulness to us, our faithfulness can be renewed.  

Look in God’s mirror, see you from God’s point of view, see all that is possible for you.   

Source in addition to scripture that significantly influenced this sermon:  
Thanks to Teri Peterson for sharing her introductory comments on a Facebook thread.  Teri 

currently lives in Scotland and is pastor at St. John’s Church Gourock. 
Amy Robertson and Robert Williamson. “Episode 212: In the Lion’s Den (Daniel 6:1-28)” on 

the Bible Worm podcast, https://www.biblewormpodcast.com/ 
David Wilcox, “Burgundy Heart Shaped Medallion” from his album Home Again, 1991, A & M 

records.
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