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1. My dear friends and holy saints of St. Andrews, may I ask? What is your 
most, or best favorite song? Come on, Pastor Yang, you may ask, “How can 
I choose only one song I like the most. There are so many. So, please ask 
me, What are your favorite songs (plural)?” Totally understood. You may 
have many favorite songs in your mind. So now let me help you narrow 
down the range a little bit with this revised question, which is, “What is your 
favorite Fourth July song?” Any Fourth July song you really like and enjoy? 
You don’t have to answer because I already googled it on your behalf (to 
save your time). And according to one good entertainment website on 
Google, there are top 20 favorite fourth July songs many Americans love 
and enjoy. Do you know what they are? Well, I have a limited time this 
morning, so let me just tell you the top 10 songs I found on the list. They 
are; first 
 

• God Bless the USA (Do you know how the song goes? 
 
If tomorrow all the things were gone 
I worked for all my life 
And I had to start again 
 
From Detroit down to Houston 
And New York to L.A. 
God Bless USA 
 

• Color Me America 
 

I am Red and White and Blue 
These are colors that ring true 

 
• Battle Hymn of the Republic 
• "America the Beautiful,"  
• "The Star-Spangled Banner," 
• "My Shot," from the musical, Hamilton 
• God Bless America 
• "This Land is Your Land," 
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• “America” 
• Living in America  

 
So, my friends again, “Are you familiar with any of these songs? Or all of them?” 
I’m sure this afternoon or this evening in the community park or on the radio in car 
you will be hearing some of these songs whether you like it or not.  
 
By the way, if there is one thing in common among all these songs, I think, that 
will be the fact that all these songs sound very much cheerful, joyful, and 
celebratory. And I believe that’s a right reason why we love these songs for the 
Independence Day; because we want to celebrate our own historical experience of 
liberation or independence from foreign tyranny, oppression, and injustice. So, 
these songs chosen for the Independence Day, for sure, must be cheerful, joyful, 
and celebratory. Freedom! Liberation! Justice! Shout them out! 
 
And we have today Psalm 150 which seems to convey the same celebratory ethos 
that we may have for our own celebration of liberation. The Psalm goes like, 
“Praise God, Praise the Lord, Praise! Drum and dance, Strings and Pipe, Loud 
Cymbals, his sanctuary! In his fortress! And in the sky! Praise, oh Praise God!” 
 
Of course, I’m not sure what situations of foreign tyranny, oppression, or injustice 
the Psalmist was going through. But what I do know is that up until Psalm 149, the 
writers of the Psalms—they went through a lot of trials of life, suffering, 
mourning, sadness, oppression, hunger, depression, and many forms of injustice. 
They went through them all. If you don’t recall, please read through the whole 
book of the Psalms, you will see a lot of them. Many trials of life, and many forms 
of injustice people experience.  
 
So, now when the Psalmist has to conclude her book, what should be her last 
words as she looks back and as she remembers the sovereign, almighty God’s 
deliverance of her from all kinds of suffering, sadness, illness, oppression, and 
injustice. All she has to say is “Praise the Lord!” “Praise God in all his mighty 
acts!” “Praise God in his sanctuary!” “Praise, Praise, Praise, Let every living thing 
praise the Lord!”  
 
Well, that was what I was feeling and thinking when I was meditating on this 
Psalm for my preaching throughout the week. Then, suddenly, I got an instinct that 
I really want to sing this Psalm. Of course, I’m not like Hannah or Don Feely, so I 
can’t sing really well. But still, this is Psalm, which was originally sung in the 
Temple. So, I was like “I should try it at least. So, let me sing it in my own 
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capacity. I really want to do it.” Then the follow-up question in mind was “What 
style of music would best fit the singing of this Psalm?” I mean, “What genre 
should I adopt for this singing? Maybe, Chanting, maybe, Rock and Roll, or maybe 
Spiritual or Gospel.” In my practice before today, I tried the first two of them 
throughout the week:  
 
So, first in the style of chanting, if you don’t mind hearing my singing. Here it is: 

1 Praise the Lord! 
Praise God in the sanctuary! 

    Praise God in the fortress, and the sky! 
 
That was my chanting of the Psalm, and then I felt like, “Hmm, this isn’t, this ain’t 
really working. Then, perhaps I should try Rock and Roll like the old time British 
music group, Queen. Maybe in the style of Queens’ “We are the Champions.” You 
know how it goes, right? “We are the Champions.” “We are the Champions.” . . .  
 
So, how about singing this Psalm in the style of “We are the Champions”? Here it 
is:  

Praise the Lord, my soul (bam bam!) 
 
Praise the Lord in the Sky (Oh ~~~) 
 
Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, with Drum and Dance, and in the Sky! 

 
Come on, how about singing together with me? Let’s all stand if you could. Please. 
You can do it. Raise your hands if you don’t mind. Can you sing with me?  
 
I think I’m too excited now. But that’s OK; that’s how I interpret and feel about 
Psalm 150. Freedom, liberation, and celebration. The Psalm must be sung in a 
joyful, cheerful, and celebratory voice!  
 
My friends, do you remember, Miriam’s song in Exodus, Hannah’s Song in 1 
Samuel, and Mary’s song in the Gospel of Luke!  
 
Mary sings,  
 

“My soul glorifies the Lord 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,”  
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Hannah sings:  

 
“My heart rejoices in the LORD; because 
    in the LORD my horn is lifted high. 
 

All those songs--they are all greatly joyful, cheerful, and celebratory! Why is that? 
Because they all know, they all know, our God is the God of great salvation, 
liberation, righteousness, and holy justice, against all kinds of tyranny, oppression, 
and injustice. So, we celebrate, so we sing, and so we dance around before the 
Lord in great joy. 
 
So, my friends, as we celebrate the Independence Day today and sing Psalm 150 in 
the sanctuary this morning, let us again remember that the God we serve is the God 
of salvation, liberation, and justice. This God will make things right, and this God 
will guide us in all our efforts of care and love for this broken and hungry world.  
 
And also, this morning, as we celebrate the God of justice and salvation, let us not 
forget those who still live under many forms of tyranny, oppression, and injustice 
right now (right now!), not to mention those Native American brothers and sisters, 
and refugees from Syria and Iraq, those Asian victims of hate crimes, those of 
Black America, abused children, women suffering domestic violence, and those 
encountering severe discrimination due to gender and sexual orientation. Let us not 
forget all those in suffering and oppression, and let us work together with our God 
for their salvation and liberation with all our hearts, mind, and strength.  
 
I have no doubt, God will remember us and help us, and I hope, I pray, all the Holy 
Saints of St. Andrews—we will all assist God to achieve God’s own justice, and 
peace, and joy, here on earth, as it is in heaven. 
 
Then, and only then, I believe, and I believe you believe that, we will surely be 
able to establish real freedom, real liberation, and real celebration not only in our 
own souls, but also in our communities.  
 
Then, and only then, we will be able to sing the same joyful Psalm the Psalmist has 
for us today, Psalm 150; will you join me one more time to sing it in Rock n’ Roll 
 

Praise the Lord, my soul (bam bam!) 
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Praise the Lord in the Sky (Oh ~~~) 
 
Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, with Drum and Dance, and in the Sky! 

 
Amen. Amen. 
 
 
 

	
 


