
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 26, 2021 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
3228 SW Sunset Blvd, Portland, Oregon 

https://zoom.us/j/738059997 or http://www.facebook.com/standrewspdx/live 

 
 

GATHERING 

Prelude 

Ringing of the Bell 

Welcome 

Time to Center 

Call to Worship 
May our eyes and our ears be wide open this day,  
may we see with clarity, 
may we hear loud and clear, 
may we be challenged, inspired and awe-struck  
as we worship God today and all our days. 

 

Opening Hymn                 Great Is Thy Faithfulness       Glory to God #39 
            This is beloved hymn in this congregation.   
 

Call to Confession 
As we journey through Genesis and meet the foremothers and forefathers of 
our faith, the first to be chosen as God’s covenant people, we meet 
complicated, messy people.  Today we meet Isaac (as an old, grown, blind 
man) and Rebekah, his wife, and their twin sons Esau and Jacob.  Jacob is the 
second born twin and yet it is Jacob through whom God chooses to carry on 
the covenant.  And Jacob, with the help of his mother, deceives his blind father 
into giving him the birthright that belongs to his brother.  And then, again 
with the help of his mother, runs away to avoid the potentially murderous rage 
of his betrayed brother.  This is who God chooses.  Messy, complicated people, 
from messy, complicated families.  Good news, eh?  God chooses us.  Let’s 
offer to God any of the ways Jacob’s unfaithfulness shows up in our own life 
stories.  Please pray with me. 
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Prayer of Confession    
Faithful God, we confess our preference to run away  
rather than to admit our own deceitfulness and sin.  
Pursue us, Lord. Change us to become like Jesus,  
we pray, by the Spirit’s power. Amen. 

 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
In sorrow so deep we cannot find our way out, 
God cradles us in comfort; 
in moments so shadowed we trip over our fears, 
God lights the way for us; 
in joy which cascades into our souls, 
God fills us with healing. 
Even when we cannot see it, God's hope is all around us,  
surrounding us with peace and healing.   
Thanks be to God, we are forgiven!  Amen. 

 

Response of Praise  Marvelous Light   St. A’s Songbook 29 
This is a beloved song in this congregation.  

 

Passing the Peace 
Oh how we need peace.  
Oh how the world needs peace, 
Thanks be to God for the peace we’ve been granted  
in Christ Jesus, a peace that passes understanding. 
Let us increase the peace by sharing it with one another. 
May the peace of Christ be with you all.  
And also with you.  

 

THE WORD  
Sung Prayer of Illumination Open the Eyes of My Heart Glory to God#452 

This is a beloved song in this congregation.   
 

Readings from Scripture   John 1:50-51 
 

A Dramatic Reading of portions of Genesis 27 and 28 
 

Sermon 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD  
Silent Reflection on the Word Preached 
 

Worshipping God with our Tithes and Offerings 
Offertory 
Doxology        Glory to God #609 
Prayer of Dedication 

Lord, you freely give us all that we need, 
you shower us with blessings, thank you. 
We offer today our gifts of money,  
may they be a blessing in whatever way they are used. 
We offer also ourselves, 
all of our gifts that are given by you,  
please take us and use us as you will. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

SENDING 
Song   Blessed Be Your Name    St A’s Songbook 187 

This is a beloved song in this congregation.  
 

Our Ministry in Christ 
 

Charge and Benediction 
 

And All God’s People Say 
 

Postlude 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Sources 
Call to Worship, Prayer of Dedication- Spill the Beans Curriculum, Issue 24 
Prayer of Confession- https://todaydevotional.com/devotions/running-away 
Assurance of Forgiveness by Thom Shuman, shared on his blog-  
http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2014/07/liturgy-wcommunion-for-
july-20-2014.html 

https://todaydevotional.com/devotions/running-away

