
First Sunday of Advent, November 28, 2021 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
3228 SW Sunset Blvd, Portland, Oregon 

https://zoom.us/j/738059997 or http://www.facebook.com/standrewspdx/live 

 
 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude 
 

Ringing the Bell 
 

Welcome 
 

Time to Center 
 

Lighting the First Advent Candle 
The poet, Emily Dickinson, wrote: 
“Hope is the thing with feathers 
that perches in the soul.” 
The psalmist declared: 
“I put my hope in You all day long.” 
Hope is more than wishful thinking. Hope is the Spirit of God dwelling within 
us, reminding us we are never alone. Hope is our active commitment to be 
God’s faithful people, whether we walk an easy path or face fiery trials. 
When we light the candle of Hope, we embrace God’s presence among us, 
yesterday and today and always. 
Whatever we face in life, we will put our hope in God. 
May the warm light of this candle of hope,  
be a light in the window for you today,  
beckoning you closer,  
welcoming you home. 

 

*Opening Song    Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (v. 1 only)  Glory to 
God #85 

 

https://zoom.us/j/738059997
http://www.facebook.com/standrewspdx/live
http://http/www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/171619
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Confessional Meditation and Assurance of Forgiveness 
I invite you to get comfortable and put both of your feet on the floor.  If you are 
comfortable doing so please close your eyes or soften your gaze.  Take three 
deep breaths, in through your nose, out through your mouth.  In…. 
out.    In….out.  In…out. 
 

I’d like you to imagine a candle burning warmly in a window, flickering in the 
darkness of night.  This candle represents a welcome home, home to rest in 
God’s forgiving mercy and grace.  It’s there.  It’s burning for you.   
 

At any given moment we can feel far from rest in this home— we can feel 
cloaked in darkness, cold and alone.  I invite you to surrender to God anything 
that is standing between you at rest in God’s embrace.  Shame, guilt, anger, 
sadness, fear, doubt, hurt, grief…. What makes it hard for you to see the light in 
the window?  Give it all to God as you travel closer and closer to the candle 
burning for you.   
 

2 minutes silence 
 

Can you see it?  The light in the window for you.   
There is a light in the window, welcoming us home,  
the light of forgiving love.  
May we draw closer and closer to rest at home as this season unfolds. 
We will journey on towards the light. 
We place our hope in God’s forgiveness in Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

 

*Sung Response of Praise The Lord Is My Light  Glory to God #842 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
As we have been warmly welcomed with forgiveness and peace, may we warmly 
welcome one another— from a distance, not touching those who are not in our 
personal bubbles— but calling out greetings, bowing, waving, signing, smiling 
with your eyes…  
 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.  
 

THE WORD 
Sung Prayer of Illumination Be Thou My Vision v.1 only Glory to God 

#450 
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A Reading from the Gospel of John   John 14:27 
…Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.   Thanks be to God.  

 

A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah  Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14  
…Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.   Thanks be to God.   
 

Conversation with the Younger Church 
 
Sermon             Pastor Sarah Sanderson-Doughty 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
Silent Reflection on the Word Preached 
 

Song  Jesus Thou Joy of Loving Hearts (vv. 1, 2, and 5)  SCREEN 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

SENDING 
Our Ministry in Christ 

Announcements 
Invitation to Generosity 
*Sung Response of Praise - Advent Doxology   SCREEN  
 

Charge and Sung Blessing 
 

And All God’s People Say 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Source: 
Advent Candle Liturgy edited from that written by the Rev. Martha Spong and 
shared at https://marthaspong.com/2013/11/15/advent-wreath-liturgies-
narrative-lectionary-year-4/ 

 

https://marthaspong.com/2013/11/15/advent-wreath-liturgies-narrative-lectionary-year-4/
https://marthaspong.com/2013/11/15/advent-wreath-liturgies-narrative-lectionary-year-4/

