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GATHERING 
Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

Mother’s Day Litany 
Worship Leader: To those who gave birth this year  

or adopted this year their first child— 

All:   we celebrate with you 

Pastor:  To those who lost a child this year –  

All:   we mourn with you 

Worship Leader: To those who are in the trenches with little ones every day and 

wear the badge of food stains – 

All:   we appreciate you 

Pastor: To those who experienced loss through miscarriage,  

failed adoptions, accidents, disease, or running away— 

All:   we mourn with you 

Worship Leader: To those who walk the hard path of infertility, fraught with 

pokes, prods, tears, and disappointment –  

All: we walk with you. Forgive us when we say foolish 

things.  We don’t mean to make this harder than it is. 

Pastor: To those who are foster moms, mentor moms,  

and spiritual moms – 

All:   we need you and we appreciate you. 

Worship Leader: To those who have warm and close relationships  

with your children –  

All:   we celebrate with you 
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Pastor: To those who have disappointment, heart ache, and distance 

with your children –  

All:   we sit with you 

Worship Leader: To those who lost their mothers this year or in years past –  

All:   we grieve with you. Peace be with you. 

Pastor: To those who experienced abuse at the hands  

of your own mother –  

All: we acknowledge your experience.  We are sad with 

you. We hope for your healing. 

Pastor:   To those who are caring for their mothers in the midst of 

medical needs–  

All:    God sustain you. 

Worship Leader: To those who lived through driving tests, medical tests,  

and the overall testing of motherhood –  

All:   we are better for having you in our midst 

Pastor: To those who are single and long to be married  

and mothering your own children–   

All: we mourn that life has not turned out 

  the way you longed for it to be 

Worship Leader: To those who identify as women and are child-free by choice –    

All:   we honor your choice and value your presence. 

Worship Leader: To those who step-parent –  

All:   we walk with you on these complex paths 

Pastor: To those who envisioned lavishing love on grandchildren,  

yet that dream is not to be 

All:   we grieve with you. 

Worship Leader: To those who will have emptier nests in the upcoming year –  

All:   we grieve and rejoice with you 

Pastor:  To those who placed children up for adoption —  

All: we commend you for your selflessness  

and remember how you hold that child in your heart 

Worship Leader: And to those who are pregnant with new life,  

both expected and surprising – 

All:   we anticipate with you 
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Pastor: This Mother’s Day, we walk with you.  Mothering is not for the 

faint of heart and we have real warriors in our midst.  

All:   We remember you. 

 

Time to Center 
 

Call to Worship 
Holy Risen One, 
we gather this day 
and we come as we are 
with what faith we have, 
yet yearning to know you more. 
Accept all we bring before you today.  
Accept our worship, we pray. 

 

Opening Song Come, Now Is the Time to Worship St. A’s SB 165 
 

Call to Reconciliation 
Too often, we believe our identity is shaped by our job, our status, our good 
deeds. God would give us a new identity, grounded in Jesus Christ. Let us confess 
our reluctance to lose who we believe we are, so God can shape us into who we 
can be, as we pray together saying, 
 

Unison Prayer for Forgiveness 
We must admit, God our Parent, how much we are like children.  
We become resentful over the fact  
that you do not do what we think you should do.  
We pout when a friend decides 
to spend more time with someone else.  
We can turn sullen when our loved ones refuse 

      to let us have our way. 
You could bring disaster upon us, Loving God,  
but you choose to give us what we don't deserve -  
the grace and mercy of your heart.  
Pour out your tenderness upon us,  
so Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, might live in us,  
and we might offer our lives in service to others. 

 

Silence is kept 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Assurance of Forgiveness 
God not only listens to the cries on our lips,  
but also pays attention to the groaning of our hearts.  
God restores us to wholeness, and invites us to a new way of living. 
We are welcomed, we are loved, we are given new life,  
we are filled with peace.  
Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! Amen. 
 

Sung Response of Praise  Glory to God #654 
 In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful (2x) 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
Peace can be quite elusive in human relationships. 
We easily find ourselves at odds with one another  
and even with all that is holy. 
But again and again God comes to us by God’s Spirit  
with the peace and grace of Christ,  
forgiving us and making it possible for us to forgive others. 
Let us live into the peace God gives, by sharing peace with one another. 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.   

 

THE WORD 
Song of Preparation Listen Now for the Gospel SCREEN 

Listen now for the Gospel! Alleluia! 
It is God’s word that changes us! Alleluia! (Repeat) 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, melt and break our hearts of stone, 
until we give our lives to God and God alone. (Repeat) 
Listen now for the Gospel! Alleluia! 
It is God’s word that changes us! Alleluia! 
 

Come Holy Spirit, plant in us God’s living word, 
that we may show the faithfulness of Christ our Lord. (Repeat) 
Listen now for the Gospel! Alleluia! 
It is God’s word that changes us! Alleluia! 
 

Come holy Spirit, bind the broken, find the lost, 
confirm in us the fire and love of Pentecost. (Repeat) 
Listen now for the Gospel! Alleluia! 
It is God’s word that changes us! Alleluia! (Repeat) 
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A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke Luke 18:9-14 
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God.  

 

Conversation with the Younger Church 
 

A Reading from the Letter to the Galatians Galatians 1:14-17; 2:11-21 
Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Sermon  Pastor Sarah 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
Silent Reflection on the Word Preached 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
As it is the second Sunday of the month, you are invited to join kindred in Christ 
in a breakout room on zoom for a time of prayer together.  You will receive 
prompts to guide your sharing.  If you are on Facebook or in the main room, 
Pastor Sarah will lead the prayers there drawing on prayers shared in the chat 
or Facebook comment thread, and the prayers of her own heart. If you wish to 
have your prayers shared with the prayer chain for prayer throughout the 
week, please be sure to share them in the public chat on zoom or comment 
thread on Facebook even if you are sharing them verbally in your small 
group.  Please pray the Lord’s Prayer together before returning to the main 
room. Remember, we strengthen one another when we share faith with one 
another. 
 

Returning Music Spirit, Open My Heart (refrain only) GTG #692 
 

Worshipping God with our Tithes and Offerings 
Invitation to Generosity 
Offertory 
Doxology Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow! GTG #609 
Prayer of Dedication 

Grace is your gift to us 
and all you ask, Lord, is that we believe. 
May our offerings be a sign 
of our faith in you 
and our commitment to serve you and your kingdom vision. 
And may all touched by the gifts we give know your presence 
and the power of your love. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 
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SENDING 
Our Ministry in Christ 
 

Hymn Glory to God #231 
 Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers (vv. 1 and 3) 
 

Charge and Blessing 
 

And All God’s People Say 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Sources-  
Mother’s Day Litany edited from  https://www.messymiddle.com/an-open-
letter-to-pastors-a-non-mom-speaks-about-mothers-day/ 
Call to Worship and Prayer of Dedication from Spill the Beans Curriculum, 
volume 22 
Call to reconciliation, prayer for forgiveness, assurance of forgiveness by Thom 
Shuman, shared here- http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com/2016/06/liturgy-
wcommunion-for-june-12-2016.html 
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