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Oh, that I had someone to hear me! 
    Here’s my signature; 
    let the Almighty respond, 
    and let my accuser write an indictment. 
36 Surely I would bear it on my shoulder, 
    tie it around me like a wreath. 
37 I would give him an account of my steps, 
    approach him like a prince. 

38 Then the Lord answered Job from the whirlwind: 
2 Who is this darkening counsel 
    with words lacking knowledge? 
3 Prepare yourself like a man; 
    I will interrogate you, and you will respond to me. 
4 Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundations? 
    Tell me if you know. 
5 Who set its measurements? Surely you know. 
    Who stretched a measuring tape on it? 
6 On what were its footings sunk; 
    who laid its cornerstone, 
7 while the morning stars sang in unison 
        and all the divine beings shouted? 
8 Who enclosed the Sea behind doors 
    when it burst forth from the womb, 
9 when I made the clouds its garment, 
        the dense clouds its wrap, 
10  when I imposed my limit for it, 
        put on a bar and doors 
11 and said, “You may come this far, no farther; 
        here your proud waves stop”?(Common English Bible) 

I often suggest you might want to read more of the Biblical book from which I'm preaching, 

perhaps on Sunday afternoon or later in the week.  Sometimes people actually do.  Oliver took 

it upon himself to read the whole book of Job after my very first sermon on it.  He had read it 

previously and not appreciated it.  And his new reading left him with a bad taste in his mouth.  

We've been talking about it in our Friday coffee chats the past few weeks.  The problem he has 

is a theological one— the picture painted of God in this book, in his eyes, lacks love and 

compassion.  As he sees it, the God we meet in Job is a God of sheer power.  And power without 

love is a scary and unappealing thing.  And because of the revelation of God we have in Jesus 

we know that, in fact, God is the power of love.  The scholars I've been listening to this month 
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as I've worked my way through Job said the very first week, about the very first reading, the 

first two chapters... that I should tell you clearly that God is not like this.  God is not using 

faithful followers as pawns in some bet with a shady adversary.  God is not capricious.  If I 

haven't said that already clearly, let me say it now: God, as God is represented in the beginning 

of Job, is misrepresented.   

But can we learn nothing about God from the book of Job?  It's tricky.  The representation 

in the old folk tale in chapters one and two is not be helpful. And a lot is said about God in this 

book that is also unhelpful, particularly virtually everything the friends say— the idea that God 

is a God of retributive justice, not helpful, particularly when facing situations of extreme 

suffering. Thank goodness that in chapter 38 God finally starts speaking for Godself.  But does 

this help?   

It really depends on the tone in which one reads it. I'll get back to that, but let's step back a 

bit.  I don't want to overlook the last little bit of Job's speeches from which we read.  Job wraps 

up his argument with his friends with a long defense of his innocence and states a strong desire 

to have a hearing with God— for God to hear his case and to put in writing the charges against 

him so he can defend himself.  Last week we heard him yearning to see God for himself, to be 

represented by a mediator who would re-establish the connection between him and his 

creator.  Job has been talking to God repeatedly all throughout the book and God has been 

silent.  God's silence in the midst of great suffering adds insult to injury.  For 46 chapters God 

does not speak.  And the friends can't shut up about God.  And Job can't stop crying out to 

God.  It's not looking good for God.  Another friend shows up and speaks more properly about 

God, we've skipped over all that though... to the main event.  God's answer.   

Let's sit with that for a moment.  Let's sit with the gift of that.  God answered Job.  Job 

wanted to see God and out of the whirlwind Job saw and heard God.  God answered.  God 

broke the silence.  In light of what God has to say about Godself... I think this is really quite 

remarkable.  One human life receives a direct visit from God.  That's powerful.  I hope some of 

you have had that experience.  Maybe not the direct voice of God in a whirlwind, but... a sense 

of God's presence, words that land at just the right time, clear answers to prayer maybe long 

after the prayer was prayed but somehow right on time.  We worship a God who is as close to 
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us as the very breath we breathe.  Sometimes our attention is focused and our heart is open and 

we experience God in a powerful way.  It happens.  Sometimes when we're singing.  Sometimes 

when we're sobbing.  Sometimes when we're holding a newborn child or the hand of one taking 

their last breaths.  This is something we learn about God from Job that is worth remembering

— that God loves each of us enough to come to us, to answer us, to speak with us.  I see more 

than power here.  I see love here.   

Now, granted... one can read God's speeches to Job as quite snarky and even arrogant.  A 

friend of mine once had her youth group read the whole of the divine speeches in Job and one 

kid said "Why did God say all that?  Couldn't God have just said, 'suck it up, Job'"? That's one 

way to read it, I suppose.  

But what if we read this in an invitational tone? Instead of "Where were you?" "Where 

were you?" What if, as one thinker suggests, God is inviting Job to unfurl, to uncurl. He is 

turned in on himself, obsessed with his suffering, pain, and loss... as is natural for anyone who 

suffers so profoundly.  But to overcome we need to open up and see beyond... and this is what 

God invites Job to do. 

It's as if God pulls Job way up above the earth and points out many of the dimensions of 

the vast, diverse, and complex creation.  We only read the beginning of the speech.  But even 

just in this beginning we see this.  We see God pointing to the order and structure of creation 

through the use of a building metaphor.  We see God pointing to the glory of the creation with 

talk of singing stars and shouting divine beings.  We see God pointing to the freedom and chaos 

of some elements of the creation.  God suggests that God has set limits on the chaos of the sea, 

but still... anyone who has been on a ship in the middle of the ocean when a storm blows up 

knows how limitless the sea feels. All throughout the speeches God celebrates the creation and 

points Job's attention to elements over which human beings have no control.  It seems even, 

based on what God shares, that God grants a freedom to the creation that sometimes causes 

suffering for human beings.  It seems that this creation is not all about us, and certainly not all 

about Job.   

We can hear God challenging Job with his questions to Job, or we can hear God inviting 

Job to humility, to realizing that the ground on which he is standing is a gift from God, and 
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even the breath with which he has been accusing God is itself a gift from God.  And that he is 

incapable of understanding why and how everything works.  And, as I think we'll see next 

week, it works.  Job doesn't rail petulantly against God's self-revelation.  Job falls to his knees 

in humble adoration.  He gets that he is one small piece of a much bigger whole.  And this helps 

him.   

When we are suffering we tend to curl up and turn in.  But if we can open up and turn out... 

we may find our way out.  I know that in our fellowship we have people who deeply love this 

earth.  And so I suspect I am not the only one who has had breath knocked out of me by 

drawing near to snow capped mountains or by a particular sunrise or sunset or by a blanket of 

stars on a crystal clear night.  Perhaps for you it is standing beside the ocean or walking 

through the woods... or examining the intricacies of a flower... or catching sight of a particular 

wild animal... I don't know what does it for you, but if we can realize that we are small pieces of 

a vast and wondrous planet and universe it can bless us with precisely the perspective we need 

to overcome even our greatest grief.   

So when God invites Job to pull out and perceive the creation, I think this an act of love.  It 

doesn't answer the why question— but little does.  God exposes how little Job and his friends 

know. God does not confirm the friend's assessment that Job suffers because he is being 

punished for sin.  God doesn't confirm Job's innocence either.  God says, consider the world 

that I have made and find your place in it.  And this is a gift to Job.  

I come back to the observation of the power in God's answer, just that God answered.  God 

who sustains a universe takes time to talk to a particular person.  This is a powerful statement 

about God.  That the God who is beyond us is also with us. God whom we can never fully 

understand or grasp yet speaks to us. Thanks be to God.   

Resources in addition to scripture that significantly influenced or were cited in this sermon: 
Terence E. Fretheim, “Notes on Job” in The Common English Bible Study Bible, Joel B. Green, editor, 

2013.  
Rolf Jacobson, Craig R. Koester, and Kathryn M. Schifferdecker, “#229- Preaching Series on Job, 5 

weeks” on I Love to Tell the Story: Narrative Lectionary Podcast,  https://
www.workingpreacher.org/narrative_podcast.aspx?podcast_id=1270 

  Please note: actual sermon content may vary from this manuscript at time of delivery.  

https://www.workingpreacher.org/narrative_podcast.aspx?podcast_id=1270
https://www.workingpreacher.org/narrative_podcast.aspx?podcast_id=1270
https://www.workingpreacher.org/narrative_podcast.aspx?podcast_id=1270

