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16 So we aren’t depressed. But even if our bodies are breaking down on the outside, the 
person that we are on the inside is being renewed every day. 17 Our temporary minor problems 
are producing an eternal stockpile of glory for us that is beyond all comparison. 18 We don’t 
focus on the things that can be seen but on the things that can’t be seen. The things that can be 
seen don’t last, but the things that can’t be seen are eternal. 

5 We know that if the tent that we live in on earth is torn down, we have a building from 
God. It’s a house that isn’t handmade, which is eternal and located in heaven. 2 We groan while 
we live in this residence. We really want to dress ourselves with our building from heaven— 3 
since we assume that when we take off this tent, we won’t find out that we are naked. 4 Yes, 
while we are in this tent we groan, because we are weighed down. We want to be dressed not 
undressed, so that what is dying can be swallowed up by life. 5 Now the one who prepared us 
for this very thing is God, and God gave us the Spirit as a down payment for our home. 

6 So we are always confident, because we know that while we are living in the body, we are 
away from our home with the Lord. 7 We live by faith and not by sight. 8 We are confident, and 
we would prefer to leave the body and to be at home with the Lord. 9 So our goal is to be 
acceptable to him, whether we are at home or away from home. 10 We all must appear before 
Christ in court so that each person can be paid back for the things that were done while in the 
body, whether they were good or bad.   -Common English Bible 

 

Several years ago Caroline went through a super whiny phase. One of the days when I let 

her know I don’t appreciate that tone, she replied by saying “sometimes you whine.”  “Really?” 

I replied.  “I don’t think I whine very much, but I definitely groan.”  “Oh yeah you do!” She 

emphatically agreed.   

Let’s make this participatory.  It’s good to hear more than just my voice. Things that made 

you groan this week- unmute yourself and call them out— GO!   

Shall we now collectively groan?  Alex, let’s unmute everyone and on the count of three….  

Sometimes you’ve just got to groan.   

I mean, really.  Life on earth, in these bodies of ours, it’s rough. It’s also beautiful, but in 

any given week SOMETHING is groan worthy. And surely in this particular week… whoa.  So 

much about which to groan. Can I get an “Amen!”?  (Unmute yourself and give it if you’d like!) 

Here’s the thing… everything that makes us groan is temporary.  Fleeting.  Even months 

and months of a pandemic that has altered life as we know it, even a severe economic 

recession, even school closures…  we don’t know when, but at some point all this too shall 

pass.  

But when we’re in the struggle, big or small, whatever it is… it feels like it will last forever, 

doesn’t it? And that’s when we groan quite loudly.  And there’s something tragic and even sad 
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when we realize that the truly glorious moments— that perfect sunset, or kiss, or first baby’s 

laugh, or acceptance letter— those are all temporary too.   

When Caroline was four or so months old I was dipping my toes back in academic waters 

by engaging a guided reading with a professor.  I’d read at home and get together with him to 

talk about it once a week.  He’s a super flexible guy so we had imprecise start and stop times… 

Caroline was actually our alarm clock.  When she would grow inconsolable it was time to wrap 

up.  One day she was screaming quite fiercely and I was most flustered as I was trying pack up 

and usher us out of the quiet divinity school.  My professor looked at me with love and 

said ,“Sarah, she’s not going to remember any of this.”  It was, at once, immensely comforting 

and immensely distressing.  These precious early days… forgotten.  The lost sleep… forgotten.  

The rocking, singing, changing, nursing, driving…. Forgotten.  It’s all temporary, this life of 

ours.  Fleeting.  And so we groan.   

Paul suggests that we set our sights on not on what we can see, but on things we can’t see.  

That’s confusing advice.  How am I supposed to look at what I can’t see? Well, Paul tries to help 

us with that.  He gives us images for things we can’t see, things we can’t know… he asks us to 

think outside time, to focus on that which is eternal.  Eternal doesn’t mean everlasting… time 

without end.  Eternal means beyond time. God is eternal.  Beyond time— no beginning, no 

end.  Paul seems to suggest through the images that he heaps up, that eternity allows for 

permanence in a way that time does not.  Temporary— at the root of this word is the Latin 

word Tempus- for time.  Everything that unfolds in time is temporary, passing, fleeting.   

Paul suggests that life in time, on earth, is like life in a tent.  Tents are usually pitched for a 

limited period of time.  Like a tent pitched in the backyard for a summer sleepover. Like a 

scout’s home on a first wilderness camping experience. Like the tent of refugees— those who 

have lost everything and pass their nights with hard ground beneath them and a thin layer of 

fabric above them.  Temporary shelter. 

With this image of a tent Paul hints at the nature of life in time.  He contrasts it with the 

image of an eternal house, a house vs. a tent— suggests stability vs. fragility.  But it’s not a 

perfect representation of that which we cannot see— because the houses we know breakdown, 

require constant maintenance… they are temporary as anything else, if a bit more stable than a 

tent.  So Paul grabs at another image… clothing… in eternity we’ll be given new clothing.  In 

First Corinthians 15 he uses the image of the flower that emerges from a seed to suggest the 
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radically different bodies that come with resurrection— something more glorious than we can 

even imagine.  Paul suggests we’ll get fabulous new clothing— likely glorious new bodies— 

beyond death, beyond time, in eternity.  But that’s not sufficient either, so he reaches for 

another image, this one resonant with the first— he suggests that life in eternity is being at 

home with the Lord.  Being cozy and comfortable and eternally in God’s presence, like a child 

at home.   

All three of these images speak of what cannot be seen, what cannot be known… what is 

beyond time…  what is eternal…  And they all carry with them a sense of stability or 

permanence that eludes us in time.  Paul seems to suggest that we focus on that which is better 

that is out of sight.  As we suffer loss in this life— the breakdown of our bodies, the loss of 

people we love, loss of property, pandemics, protests, injustice, and grief… so much loss… we 

can draw strength from knowing that something better, more is prepared for us… something 

almost beyond our imagining… In this life and beyond it.  I had a friend in seminary who 

suggested that this is how she survived romantic breakups.  She would tell herself “God just has 

something better prepared.”  Judging from the recent pictures I glimpse of her with her 

beloved on Facebook, it is clear she was right.   

We can’t see the future, but God can. In fact that future is secure in God already, a world 

that is whole, a vaccine for this virus, relationships that are healed, racial reconciliation, peace 

between nations and members of our families, addicted family and friends who set free, justice 

for the oppressed, salvation… we can’t see it with our eyes. We can see it with our hearts, with 

our faith.  And as we learn to see this way, we will draw strength for our sojourn, even while 

groaning in the tent, making ourselves acceptable to God by loving God and neighbor and self.  

We don’t need to be perfect to be acceptable, we need to be humble and aware of our need of 

God… and life in a tent can certainly birth that humility.  
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