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13 On that same day, two disciples were traveling to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking to each other about everything that 
had happened. 15 While they were discussing these things, Jesus himself arrived and 
joined them on their journey. 16 They were prevented from recognizing him. 
17 He said to them, “What are you talking about as you walk along?” They stopped, their 
faces downcast. 
18 The one named Cleopas replied, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who is 
unaware of the things that have taken place there over the last few days?” 
19 He said to them, “What things?” 
They said to him, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth. Because of his powerful deeds 
and words, he was recognized by God and all the people as a prophet. 20 But our chief 
priests and our leaders handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified 
him. 21 We had hoped he was the one who would redeem Israel. All these things 
happened three days ago. 22 But there’s more: Some women from our group have left us 
stunned. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 and didn’t find his body. They 
came to us saying that they had even seen a vision of angels who told them he is alive. 24 
Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found things just as the women 
said. They didn’t see him.” 
25 Then Jesus said to them, “You foolish people! Your dull minds keep you from 
believing all that the prophets talked about. 26 Wasn’t it necessary for the Christ to 
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then he interpreted for them the 
things written about himself in all the scriptures, starting with Moses and going through 
all the Prophets. 
28 When they came to Emmaus, he acted as if he was going on ahead. 29 But they urged 
him, saying, “Stay with us. It’s nearly evening, and the day is almost over.” So he went in 
to stay with them. 30 After he took his seat at the table with them, he took the bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Their eyes were opened and they recognized 
him, but he disappeared from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Weren’t our 
hearts on fire when he spoke to us along the road and when he explained the scriptures 
for us?” 
33 They got up right then and returned to Jerusalem. They found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. 34 They were saying to each other, “The Lord really has 
risen! He appeared to Simon!” 35 Then the two disciples described what had happened 
along the road and how Jesus was made known to them as he broke the bread. 
-Common English Bible 

A long time ago I sat down with a couple for pre-marital counseling and one of 

their greatest concerns was their different faith experiences. You see, the woman knew, 

beyond a shadow of a doubt that she is saved.  She has known this, confidently, since a 

moment in a classroom at the age of nine when she realized that Jesus is her savior and 
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put her trust in him.  She has never doubted it since.  The man, well, he was baptized as 

an infant, deeply desires to be faithful, to know and follow Jesus, but is full of questions, 

uncertainties, doubts...  

 Those kinds of doubts have been very present to me in my work as a pastor.  I 

often wish I were keeping a list of the many fascinating questions I get asked in my 

ministry.  If I were keeping such a list this question would surely be near its top. It's a 

question about conversion, about "being saved". It usually goes something like this, 

"Some Christians have a story they tell about the moment when they accepted Jesus and 

got saved.  I don't have a story like that.  Does that mean I'm not saved?"  Or the less 

anxious, more suspicious framing of the question goes like this, "I have this friend who 

can tell me the year, the month, the day, the hour, the minute that he was saved. Is he 

lying?"   

 My answer to this question, in the many forms it takes, is usually the same.  

Conversion, coming to faith in Jesus, happens in different ways.  Some people do get 

knocked down on the ground, like the apostle Paul, on a particular day, in a particular 

month, in a particular year, their lives get turned upside down and then around and 

they're never the same again.  Such people can have very powerful stories to tell.  Other 

people though, many other people, don't have such stories.  Perhaps they were 

introduced to Jesus as children and slowly, slowly, slowly, through a series of starts and 

stops found themselves coming to trust him more and more deeply.  Or perhaps they 

didn't meet Jesus until they became adults, but even still, the process of giving their 

hearts to Jesus is taking a long, long time.  But you know what?  These people can have 

very powerful stories to tell as well.  And you know what else?  Neither type of story is 

proof positive that one IS saved.  Nor is either type of story proof positive that one ISN'T 

saved.   

 I want us to focus today on the second type of story, the slowly unfolding story of 

conversion.  I want us to focus on this because that's the story that I see rising to the 

surface in our Bible story this morning.  Here we see two of Jesus' followers walking 

away from Jerusalem- on the day of Jesus' resurrection.  It's the third day since Jesus 

died and their hope has died completely.  They have started the seven mile walk home- 
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away from the threats of the big city, away from the community with whom they had 

been traveling, away from Jesus.  When a stranger shows up to walk with them we know 

right away who that stranger is, but they have no idea.  They walk with him for seven 

miles as he talks through the whole of the Hebrew Scriptures with them and still, while 

they have an inkling, while they're experiencing an odd sort of heartburn, they still don't 

know who is walking with them.  Seven miles of walking and talking with Jesus, of 

contemplating the scriptures with the best imaginable teacher, seven miles and still... 

they don't recognize him.  But they do appreciate him and so they invite him in to dine 

with them, to stay with them... and though they believe themselves to be the hosts, he is 

the one who blesses and breaks the bread... and that's when it happens.   

 Perhaps it's because they first met Jesus when he blessed and broke bread for a 

hungry 5,000, or maybe there were more than 13 in that upper room the night before 

Jesus died, or maybe it's because the slow burning of their hearts over the seven miles of 

walking and talking had softened and opened their hearts right up, maybe it's because of 

the time, plenty of it, that they had put in with Jesus... all of these are distinct 

possibilities, perhaps all of these are true, but one thing is certain—They came to 

recognize and put their faith in Jesus because they had an encounter, a thorough 

encounter, with the risen Christ.  

 Now you might say, "but those two have a story to tell, a story of a moment when 

everything changed-a simple story 'He broke the bread and we recognized him.'"  But 

please don't overlook the journey that they had to take BEFORE they had that moment... 

a journey of following Jesus, perhaps for a full three years, of watching him die, of losing 

hope, of turning away, of walking in his presence, but not even knowing it... they have a 

long, slow story to tell as well.  And I am certain that that long, slow story continued 

beyond what is captured in the pages of Luke. 

If you keep reading in Luke you’ll see many other disciples still in Jerusalem 

huddled in fear… having heard the women’s proclamation… some having seen the empty 

tomb for themselves… and yet even when the risen Christ was in the room with them 

they think he’s a ghost… they are full of fear and doubt… Only after he shares food with 

them and opens the scriptures to them do they move from fear to joy… and we don’t 
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know that their doubts disappeared completely.  This is another story of slowly 

unfolding faith and trust nurtured by an encounter with the risen Christ. 

It's these people, these people who doubted, denied, betrayed, gave up... these 

people who came to faith in Jesus over a long process of starts and stops.... these people 

are the ones who started to spread the story that has landed us here today.  They were 

eventually joined by Paul, formerly known as Saul, whose life changed in an instant... 

but Paul too came to faith through an encounter with the risen Christ.  Whether 

instantaneous or slow and unfolding- or both- Christian faith comes from exactly this 

experience.   

 Now some of you might be thinking "Well, since the risen Christ stopped 

wandering the earth over 2,000 years ago, I'm out of luck."  But that's not at all true.  

How do we encounter the risen Christ who has promised to be with us always, to the end 

of the age?  That's where the church comes in.  Don't get me wrong.  The risen Christ 

exists and lives outside the walls of our or any church. We’ve all learned that this year. 

The risen Christ still walks dusty roads with those whose hopes are dashed, whether 

they know it or not.  The risen Christ still meets people where they are huddled together 

in fear and doubt.  The risen Christ is still out there, out here, in the world... 

encountering people all the time.  But how does that happen?  It happens, largely, 

through Christ's body in the world now, and where do we find Christ's body in the world 

now?  We find it in the church.  Not in a building, not in any building, but in a people.  A 

people who open up the scriptures together and seek to find God in Christ in them.  A 

people who break bread together, in the name of Christ.  A people who show hospitality 

to strangers and to one another.  A people who seek to grow in faithfulness, to practice 

forgiveness, to show love, love, love.   

 A former parishioner was fond of saying, “You may be the only Bible that those 

you meet will ever read."  With him I want you to realize that you are powerful vessels 

for the risen Christ.  You help those who gather with you in Christian community to 

know the power of the living Christ and you help those you meet out in the world to 

know the same.  And when you are uncertain, full of doubt or fear, shaken by the 
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circumstances of life or the state of the world, it is your kindred in Christ who can 

witness to you of the hope we have in Christ, the good news of the resurrection.   

 Obviously no church is perfect... but each of us encounters the risen Christ in 

baptism, whether we know it or not.  And each of us encounters the risen Christ at 

Christ's table, whether we know it or not.  And every time we open the scriptures, 

particularly in community, we encounter the risen Christ as well, whether we know it or 

not.  And because of the life we have in Christ confirmed in us in baptism, renewed in us 

in communion, strengthened in us by a relationship with scripture... we encounter the 

risen Christ in our relationships with one another.   

 For nearly four years now I have encountered the risen Christ in all of you.  That 

encounter has intensified this past year, even though we have, for the most part, been 

apart, I’ve watched this church thrive outside our building, as you have increased your 

outreach to neighbors in need, as you have reached out in love and care to one another, 

as you have showered a family in crisis with immense generosity, as you have made and 

distributed masks and casseroles and so much more, as you have invested in growth as 

anti-racists, as you have gathered to worship, learn, and connect on-line. I hope most of 

you will accept the invitation to join a few other kindred in Christ in a breakout room 

and pray together in just a few moments.  These moments of shared prayer can be 

powerful experiences of encounter with the risen Christ. 

Though the partners in that couple I met years ago seem to have such different 

stories of faith, my prayer for both of them was identical- that they might find a faith 

community where they can continue to encounter the risen Christ again and again, that 

the faith they have found or are finding might deepen and grow, that their experience of 

salvation might increase.  And that is my prayer for everyone here today as well.   
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